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ENAHAN: Today's date 


The time is 6:40 and 


talion Chief Dennis Kenahan, 


Fire Department of 


I'm conducting an 


interview with Lieutenant William Wall of 


Engine 47, 


QO. Lieutenan 


in 


ae 


the quarters of Engine 47. 


just account for us what 


happened on September 11th. 


A. We were assigned as additional units on 
the fifth alarm for the south tower. We never 
received a ticket for it until we -- you know, there 
was one waiting for us in quarters. We got down and 


according to the voice alarm we were supposed to 


report in to the command post in the south tower. 


So we made ou 
approximat 


gear together. 


bo 


kit 


tower. 


r way down and we parked the rig on 


tely Vesey and West Street. We got all our 


We took some extra gear, extra 


ttles, we took our oxygen cylinder from our EMS 


and we started heading down towards the south 


We made it as far as -- we were on the east 


side of West Street and we made it past the U.S. 


Customs building, 


the east side. 


but we couldn't go any further on 


So we crossed over onto the west 
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side of West Street and we made it we made our 


way down the west side to the covered overpass and 


we crossed underneath the covered overpass, which 


was just opposite the hotel where we wer 


informed we asked a Police Officer where the 
command post was. He said he thought it was in the 


lobby of the hotel. 


So we hung out under the covered overpass until 


we saw it was clear and we ran into the front doors 


of the hotel where we wer where we met th 
command post, which was manned by Chief Galvin. 


Chief Galvin told us to stand fast while he was 


putting companies together. A short while later he 


told us Engine 47, Engine 22, Ladder 13 and Engine 


21, to follow a building employee who was gonna take 


us to an elevator bank that still had a serviceable 


elevator to the 20-something floor. He told us we 


were going to the south tower, but the building 


employee took us to the north tower. 


After we found the elevator, the other 
companies went up and we were the last load to go 


up. On the second-to-last load, the guy that was 


operating the elevator told me that they wanted one 


of our guys, since we were a five-man engine, to 
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operate th levator and since there was only one 
truck. So I looked over and my control man was kind 


of a junior man so I asked the senior man working to 


take the elevator. 


H 


ntered th levator with the last company 


that went up. They went up to the 24th floor or the 


22nd floor and the company was getting off. I think 


it was the truck company at that time, because h 


grabbed the last guy getting out, who was the irons 


man and he said, "You gotta stay with me, because I 


need tools in the elevator." 


At that time, the doors closed and that's when 


the power went out. Which, what we found out later 


was when the south tower fell down. They were able 


reason 


to the 


to force their way out of the elevator and for some 


the guy from the truck, from 13 truck, went 


right and he went to the left and found a 


stairwell and he was able to make it out. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Who is "he"? 


Louie Cacchioli. 


Louis Cacchioli? 


Me and the other guys are still in the lobby 


and it was weird, because the lights went out just 
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before the rumbling started and one of the guys 
reminded me, just after lights went out, I made a 
little remark like "Uh-oh." 

The lights went out, which was good, because it 
took one of our senses away. And then the wind 
started. It was like a hurricane wind. Just like 


black stuff just blowing and hitting us. Me and 


Tommy Turilli were actually a little bit more into 


the elevator lobby, a dead-end corridor, and Steve 


Viola and Keith Murphy were in the main corridor, 


and they took a little more beating than we did. 


Steve's helmet, the front piece that holds 


the -- the metal piece that holds the front piece 
was actually bent on his helmet. Steve still 


doesn't remember getting out of the building. He 


was hit good enough in the head. The wind came and 
pretty much after the wind stopped and the rumbling 
stopped it was still black. You couldn't see 
nothing in front of your face. 


I called for a quick roll call. I said, "Count 


off." And I could still remember Keith Murphy's 
face looking at me like "What are you talking 
about?" I said, "Oh, yeah. Shout out your name." 


So everyone shouted out their name and we got 
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everybody together and I told one of the other guys 
to hold on to Steve and I went over to the elevator 


bank and I got in touch with Louie Cacchioli, who 


was in the elevator. He informed me that he was out 
of the elevator, he was in the staircase and he was 
on his way down. 


At that time, I gathered the other guys 


together and we locked arm in arm and we made our 


way out of the building, which was interesting. On 


the way in I noticed that all the windows in the 


lobby were just blown out. All the glass, like the 


arch glass, was all blown out. For some reason I 


thought it was probably a good way out. Just, you 


know, always know your way out. For some reason 


that worked. 


I know we had to go from where we were past 


turnstiles, make a right, go a little ways and then 


go right again and then just go straight out the 
building. So we locked on and there was a building 
worker with us and fireman Turilli was trying to 
coax this guy into coming with us. He said he had 
to stay because of his job, and Fireman Turilli 


informed him that "Your job ain't worth this much." 


So he came with us. 


After we got past 


through the turnstiles 
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, we walked down the lobby, 


, made a right and we 


encountered a line of civilians coming down an 


escalator shaft and they were looking for the way 


out so they got on the 


So we made our way. After we made a right at 


the turnstile, I knew we had to make another right. 


line too. 


When we bumped into the wall, I knew that was a good 


time to make the other 


right and after that, after 


we made the other right, we just kept walking 


straight and then it s 


tarted to clear and we could 


see the windows, and we made our way out of the -- 


kind of the grade floor windows. I remember ther 


was a little bar going 


trying to break one, b 


across the windows and I was 


cause Chief Murphy was going 


to crawl underneath and he didn't have his gloves 


on. When he kneeled down, he burnt his hand because 


of all the debris right at the window, right at the 


outside level, was still hot. 


We got out and you really couldn't tell you 


were out. It was just as dark outside as it was in. 
We made our way -- we went straight across West 
Street before we went north. We found an Engine 


apparatus there and we 


pulled the booster and one of 
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the gates just to wash our face off, because we 


couldn't see a thing. Just the face was burning and 


the eyes were burning. 


After that we walked up to I believe it was 


Vesey Street. They had like ambulance after 
ambulance after ambulance just lined up. Keith 
Murphy and Steve Viola were hurt. Steve hurt his 


neck and took a shot in the head and Keith, you 
know, his neck was hurting to and as he was getting 
out he burned his hand. 


When we got to Vesey, we looked up and we saw 


all the ambulances. So we turned left and we were 
going on Vesey towards -- I guess towards the river 
where all the ambulances were lined up. That's the 


first point where we saw that the building actually 


came down. You know, where we made the left onto 


Vesey I looked over my shoulder and to that point we 
didn't know that the actual building had come down. 


Because on the way in there was a Police Officer 


underneath the Customs building and he told us to 


come inside because they were tracking another 
inbound. Which he meant was another airplane. So 


when the building came down, we just thought -- we 


didn't know the building came down. We thought it 
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was another airplane that hit. That was the first 


time we actually saw that the tower came down. 


We got Steve and Keith into an ambulance and 


the guy assured me that he would take care of him, 


even though he didn't. They put them in collars and 
then as the second building was coming down, he 


opened the back door and he said, "You gotta run, 


because the other one is coming down. That's 
another story. 

Me and firefighter Turilli, we grabbed our 
masks and we found another probie in the street who 
had just gotten down there and we were on our way 
back down, because now the may-days were coming in. 
So we were gonna make our way back into the collapse 


site and we met somebody at West and Vesey, right in 


the middle by the median, in the middle of West and 
Vesey, and it was a chief and he said, "We're gonna 
fall back and regroup." 


At that time, we heard an explosion. We looked 


up and the building was coming down right on top of 


us, SO we ran up West Street. We ran a little bit 


and then we were overtaken by the cloud and we hid 
behind a white suburban. I believe about seven of 


us. And we were sharing -- I was sharing my mask 
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with the other people. It was Jack Ginty and Gerry 
Reilly from 22 Truck. Then after a while, I mean it 


was just black for what seemed like forever. W 


were just passing the mask back and forth. It 
wasn't lifting or anything. 


Then finally we just said, "All right. Let's 


go. We can't stay here." So we all got up and we 


just started walking down Vesey Street, which was 


still pretty black. We were just taking small 


little steps up and we actually bumped into a rig 
walking up Vesey Street. Just bumped into something 
and you look real close and then you find the light 


flashing. It turned out to be a rig. 


So wandering up on Vesey Street, we found a 


curb and you just walked up the curb and walked out 


of the cloud and there were two guys in an 


ambulance. I thought they were okay, because the 
guys said they were okay, but I didn't know they had 
run. But I didn't know where my chauffeur and the 
guy in the elevator, Louie Cacchioli, were. So we 


were trying to make contact with them for a little 


while. I realized later I couldn't make contact 


with my chauffeur because when we went into the 


south tower we went to Channel 2 and my chauffeur 
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was still on Channel 1, and Louie lost his radio. 


Because when they switched radios in the lobby, they 


took just the radio. So he had it kind of around 
his thing and in his pocket. So when he was 
running -- he made it out of the lobby and he met up 


with Lance, the chauffeur, just as the second tower 
was coming down. So when they were running, he lost 


the radio. 


After that we finally regrouped. We regrouped 


in front of Stuyvesant High School. We all got 


together and they were like backing us up to try and 
regroup us and then we just got all our gear off. 
We were sitting down and someone said there was a 
bomb at Stuyvesant High School, so we grabbed all 


our stuff and we ran further up West Street and 


Oh, when we came out of the building and we 
were walking across West Street when we first got 
out of the building, we're walking across the street 
and all you heard was like bombs going off above 


your head. You couldn't see it. It was just 


cloudy. And we found out later it was the military 


jets. That was an eerie sound. You couldn't see it 


and all you heard was like a "boom" and it just kept 


going. We couldn't see 50 feet above our head 
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because of the dust. So we didn't know if it was 
bombs going off or whatever, but we didn't want to 


stay there. 


We regrouped and after we were pretty far up 


on West Street. We were by that -- well past that 


arch bridge that everyone was forming up at. 
QO. Probably was at -- 


A. Chambers? Yeah. All the way up past 


TT 


this. Yeah. Past this on the map here. Pretty 


much that's where we stayed for the rest of the day. 


T mean my guys were shot. a 


we gave all our gear to the guys that came in and me 


and my guys and the guys from 22 truck, Gerry Reilly 


and the llth Battalion had already tapped out, so we 
found their rig and we commandeered their rig and we 


just loaded up with like nine people and we left. 


ME carte up here and we went to 


St. Luke's across the street. We had our eyes 
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washed out and checked out with the dye and stuff. 


That's the day in a nutshell. 


BATTALION CHIEF KENAHAN: Okay. Thanks 


a lot Bill. The time now is 6:57 and this 


concludes the interview. 


